








as reduce the potential for mold growth,” said
Waltemire. “It was to be a salvage operation, but
the advantages weighed heavily in favor of drying
over ripping it all out.”

“After our presentation,” said Rob Sullivan, Polygon’s
Northeast Operations Manager, “we immediately

mobilized equipment stationed around the country.
[t was no time to pull punches. The country was in a
crisis. If we got the contract, we wanted no delays.”

The next day Pentagon managers authorized
Waltemire to start on the “C” and “B” zones located
south of the impact in the newly renovated area.

“Pentagon officials were most impressed when
Polygon equipment began arriving at the Pentagon
just hours later,” said Sullivan. “We had electrical
generators and Polygon’s dehumidifiers at the site
the same day and began assembling our drying
system immediately.”

“The Polygon team was very effective,” said

David Rosner, Project Manager, John J. Kirlin,
Inc. Their equipment began showing up within
hours. With all they had to do, they never were
stressed or overwhelmed, and it was a big job!
They methodically set up and acted swiftly to new
requests and changes. The company proved very
easy to work with!”

The system had two major components: dehumidifiers
and air scrubbers. The dehumidifiers were hoisted
onto the damaged floors through bomb resistant
windows specially removed to expedite the process.
Once on the floors, the dehumidifiers drew in
humid outside air, dried it to an extremely dry
condition, and pumped the air into the damaged
areas. A network of flexible duct distributed
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the air to all parts of the “C” and “B” areas.
Simultaneously, the air scrubbers filtered the air
for dust and mold spores kicked up by restoration
activities. This prevented migration of mold and
mildew spores to non-affected areas. Initially,
Waltemire expected only to work in the “C”

and “B” zones, but several days into the project,
things changed.

Polygon’s dehumidifiers dried Pentagon offices, saving
millions of dollars in building materials and reconstruction.

“When we were awarded the ‘C’ and ‘B’ phases
of the project, it seemed unlikely that we would get
the opportunity to dry ‘A’ zones. A decision had
been made to put front loaders on each floor and
bulldoze everything inside. Mold growth was so
advanced we had to wear respirators to go in and
look around.”

However, pleased with the substantial progress
being made in the “C” and “B” zones, officials
modified their plans and awarded Polygon the
“A” zones to dry, as well.

“After appropriate measures were taken to deal
with the environment in the ‘A’ zone, we were
asked to begin the drying process. As a result,

the Pentagon will save millions of dollars in new
structural materials, plus electrical and mechanical
equipment throughout the ‘A’ zones,” said Waltemire.
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